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Program Overview 

Program objective: Broaden the 
base of Americans studying and 
mastering critical languages. 

•8- to 10-week summer program 

•Intense language study and 
cultural immersion abroad 

•Equivalent to one year of college 
language study 

•Approximately   
550 scholarships awarded annually 
in fourteen languages. 

 

 

 



Fourteen Languages Offered 

•Azerbaijani, Bangla, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Korean, Punjabi, 
Swahili, Turkish, Urdu 

No prior study 
required 

•Arabic, Persian 
At least one 
year of prior 

study required 

• Chinese, Japanese, Russian 
At least two 

years of prior 
study required 



Program Benefits 

• Domestic travel to/from 
Washington for the required pre-
departure orientation 

• International travel to/from host 
country 

• Applicable visa fees 
• 20 hours of class per week 
• Housing and meals 
• Cultural activities and group trips 

in host country 
• U.S. academic credit through Bryn 

Mawr College 

 



Eligibility Requirements 

• U.S. citizenship 
• Enrollment as an 

undergraduate or graduate 
student in U.S.-based 
university degree program  

• Be at least 18 years old 
• Have completed at least first 

year of college-level study by 
beginning of CLS Program 

• All backgrounds/disciplines 
are eligible 

 



Why Should You Apply? 

• Advance your career goals and intercultural skills: 
– Rapid gains in a critical foreign language 
– Experience on the ground in an important region of the world 

• Make valuable connections in your host country and become 
part of a vibrant community of State Department alumni 

• Supportive environment for first-time and experienced travelers 
alike 

 

 

 

 

 



In-Depth Learning Opportunities 

• The CLS Program integrates language 
learning into: 
– Excursions to explore the cultural 

heritage of the host country 
– Elective cultural classes 
– Host family and language partners 

• In 2016, CLS will introduce a new pilot 
program: 
– Specialized courses at some 

institutes, focusing on topics such 
as health, climate and energy, 
business and entrepreneurship. 

– Courses will incorporate language 
learning with field-specific 
opportunities. 

– Applicants who reach the second 
round of selection may indicate 
their interest to opt-in. 



CLS is a “group-based” program 

• Program sites range from cohorts of 5 
to 35 students 

• Everyone shares the same weekly 
schedule 
– 20 hours of class 
– Cultural activities and local excursions 
– Weekend overnight group trips 

• CLS is not a research, independent 
study, or internship program 



What does “intensive” mean? (Example) 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Monday Class (9:00-1:00) Cultural Class Study; free 

Tuesday Class (9:00-1:00) Language Partner (1.5 hr) Study; free 

Wednesday Class (9:00-1:00) Cultural Class Study; free 

Thursday Class (9:00-1:00) Language Partner (1.5 hr) Study; free 

Friday Class (9:00-1:00) Free Study; free 

Saturday Cultural excursion Cultural excursion Free 

Sunday Free Free Free 

• 2 hours of homework/night. Curfew is at 10pm every night. 

• Local cultural excursions take students to sites in the city on 

weekday afternoons or weekends 

• Overnight cultural excursions 

• Students may have only two or three free weekends 



An Opportunity Open to Everyone  

• Supportive environment 
– Alumni network and 

mentor programs 
 

• Open to all fields of study 
– Summer commitment only 
– Offers academic credit 

 
• CLS actively recruits students 

from groups under-
represented in study abroad 
 

• CLS is fully funded! 



Participant Diversity Snapshot (2015) 

• Over 40% identify as students 
of color 

• Students come from public 
and private institutions, 
community colleges, and 
minority-serving institutions 

• Nearly all 50 states, D.C. and 
Puerto Rico represented 

• A wide variety of fields of 
study, including 15% STEM 

• 78% Undergraduate, 22% 
Graduate 

 
 

 



More STEM Students are Studying Abroad Than Ever 

"Institute of International Education. (2013).Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors" 



STEM Students, Study Abroad, and Overseas Language Study 

• Study Abroad provides STEM majors with an 
international perspective and opportunity for 
collaboration in research 

•  An international perspective is necessary to 
produce globally competent professionals 

• The marketplace for engineering and science 
is not local or domestic, but global  

• Many STEM programs offer research-based 
study abroad experiences integrated into 
program and the curriculum 

• STEM students face a demanding, highly-
structured curriculum, where taking higher-ed 
language classes are not always an option. 

 

 



STEM Students and the CLS Program  

• One of the goal of CLS is to broaden the 

base of Americans using their critical 

language skills in their career, and help 

build relationships between the people 

of the United States and other countries 

• CLS offers participants the opportunity to 

live embedded in a community, with first-

hand exposure to civic engineering, 

agriculture, public health conditions, and 

physical infrastructure. 

• CLS Participants are immersed in local 

knowledge and traditions, via the host 

community and host family 

 



Chris Margono, 2012 CLS Indonesian 

Reasons  for Applying  
• Family heritage 

• Global health 

• Medical service and 
teaching in Indonesia 

 



My CLS Experience 



  My CLS Experience 



What I’m doing now and how CLS helped 

• Uganda Village Project – 
Hygiene and Sanitation 
Team 

• Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation – Seattle, 
WA 

• Second-year medical 
student at UCSF 

 

 



Students with Disabilities and Medical Concerns 

• CLS does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability or medical condition. 

• Applicants are encouraged to consider the 
challenges of program ahead of time. 
– CLS institutes are often in remote locations. 
– Public services for persons with disabilities 

and access to medical resources may be 
limited. 

• Despite challenges, the experience can be 
extremely rewarding. 
– CLS makes reasonable accommodations 

necessary for participation in program 
activities, including cultural events, 
excursions, and host family arrangements. 

– Participants with disabilities have successfully 
completed CLS institutes in Russia, India, 
China and other locations. 

 



Application Is Available Now 

• Online application at 
www.clscholarship.org. 

• Deadline is November 23rd, 
7:59 PM EST 

• Apply for one language only 
– Not for a specific country or site 

• Applicants must prepare: 
– Unofficial transcripts 
– Two letters of recommendation  
– Essay Responses 

 
 

 

http://www.clscholarship.org/


Key Elements of a Successful Application 

Make a clear connection 
between target language 
and academic and career 
plans.  

Talk about: 
– The importance of the 

language to your goals 
– Your plans to continue 

studying and using the 
language  

 

 



Key Elements of a Successful Application 

Make it clear you can succeed 
in an intensive, group-based 
program. 

Discuss how you are: 
– Ready for intensive 

study 
– Ready for a highly 

structured, group-based 
program 

– Culturally adaptable and 
mature 

 



Key Elements of a Successful Application 

Get good letters of 
recommendation: 

 
– Letters from faculty or 

instructors are 
preferred 

– Ask early for a 
meeting and be polite 



Resources for Your Application 

Start your application early, and seek on-campus resources to help 
you improve your essays: 

• Office of Grants, Scholarships, 
or Fellowships 

• Study Abroad or International 
Education office 

• Writing tutor 

• Academic advisor, language 
instructor or other faculty 
member 

• Trade proofreading duties with 
a friend 

 

 

 



2016 Selection Timeline 

• Early Fall – Application opens 

• November 23 – Application deadline 

• November 30 – Letters of Recommendation due! 

• February/March – Notification 



ACS INTERNATIONAL CENTER™ 
global.acs.org 

• Information on over 600 international STEM 
scholarships, internships, and travel awards 
 

• 16 regions worldwide 
 

• 6 experience levels 
 

• Insider tips on upcoming calls for proposals, 
eligibility updates, and deadline extensions 

 
• Live webinars and events with representatives 

from embassies and international organizations 

The ACS International Center™ is the essential guide for scientists and 
engineers looking to study, work, and conduct research overseas. 



ACS International Center™ 
global.acs.org 

 

since 2012 

The  ACS International Center™ is the essential guide for 
scientists and engineers looking to study, work, and 

conduct research overseas. 
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 Collected information: listings on over 600 scientific collaboration and 
research opportunities from over 100 different funding organizations in 
16 different regions worldwide 

 Learn from funders: Live webinars and archived presentations from 
representatives from international organizations on how and where to 
apply 

 Get questions answered: Access resources intended designed to help 
the globally curious STEM practitioner succeed 

 Key to the success of the IC are the many partnerships formed to 
collaborate on this effort in the form of Affiliate members 

 Home to the ACS International Research Experience for Undergraduates 
(IREU program) 



International Center Homepage 



American Chemical Society                   www.acs.org/international 

Global Chemistry  
International Newsletter 

• Releases 15th of every month 
• Don’t need to be a member to 
 subscribe!  
• Sections: 

– ACS Announcements 

– Funding Opportunities 

– International Currents 

– Regional News & Resources  

 (Africa & Mid. East, Asia, Europe,  

          Latin America, North America) 

• Email intlacts@acs.org to  
 subscribe 
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Contact Us and Find Out More 

  

fb.com/CLScholarship 

@CLS Scholarship 

@CLScholarship 

CLS Program: 
  www.clscholarship.org 
  cls@americancouncils.org 
 
For Other Opportunities: 
  exchanges.state.gov 

Stay in touch! 

Visit www.acs.org/ic  
 
E-mail ic@acs.org 
 
Subscribe by contacting 
intlacts@acs.org 
 
Follow us on Twitter at 
@AmerChemSociety 
 
Watch our archive of webinars! 

American Chemical Society: 



QUESTIONS? 
global.acs.org 

clscholarship.org 
 

Use the questions box in GoToWebinar software box 
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